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A Holiday Stocking
of Travel Destinations
Text and Photography by Terry Zinn

t this time of year, it's all about gifts and
Agivi.ng and preparation. This month, I'd
like to share with you what is happening
elsewhere and what you might want to sample

vourself. Afterall you've been a good girl or boy
all year. You deserve to be good to vourself.

Old Mexico Christmas

lust a day's drive west on [-40 is the enchant-
ing Santa Fe, New Mexico. A short time ago, it
was my joy to visit the dty once again and this
time at a Santa ke veteran. The Inn of Five Graces
(www fivegraces.com ) has a Moorish style mixed
with an adobe charm. Orniginally a habitat for
artists and then owned by a Persian mug merchant,
it is now an upscale Inn. Each renovated room is
unique in design and size. Some have extensive
tile décor and others sport multi-room hoe

Perhaps one of the best qualities of the inn is
its location on the little known street of East De-
Vargas. It rests near the oldest church in 5anta Fe
and around the comer from the fabled Pink
Adobe Restaurant and the neighborhood
Dragon’s Bar. The old town square is only min-
utes away on the Old Santa Fe Trail.

An “Old Mexico Christmas® at the Inn stans
with its cranbenry sangria and ends with Chirist-
mas cookies on your pillow. The Holiday dream
catcher above vour bed also hints at the holiday
season with red beads and is yours to take home.
On Christmas Pve East DeVargas street is closed
for bonfires, helping 5t. Nick find his way; where
posoles and chili await his arrival.

With a dusting of snow on the warm adobe
walls of the old town's architecture, often flicker-
ing with candle-lit luminares, you know you are
someplace spedal. On a crisp winter night's walk,
vou can't help but commumicate with the spheres
of old under stunning starlit skies.

Southern Treat

For a southem holiday treat, visit Mobile Al-
abama's Bellingrath Gardens [www. belling
rath.org), which sparkle with three million holi-
day lights. Inside the Museum home that is filled
with antiques, you'll find the holiday decorated,
complete with your own photo with Santa and a
supper in the Gardens. Hot cider orhot chocolate
CAN accormpany you as you tour the 500 outdoor
holiday displays.

White Christmas

For an extra treat, you could ship your per-
sonal holiday ormaments to the Lake Placid Lodge
{www.lakeplacidlodgecom) in New York and
they will adorm a fresh-out tree in your own cabin
upon your armival.  When you can take your
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Above, left: Inn Of Five Graces, Santa Fe; above, right: San Miguel Chapel in Santz Fe is the aldest church
structure in the United States. The adobe walls were constructed arcund &.0. 1610

homey Christmas with you, there's little reason
not to have your own White Christmas cabin,
complete with fireplace, smores and your own
snowman-making kit All the memories of a
Christmnas Card White Christmas personalized
with your very own holiday mementos

Desert Holiday

Last vear, | threw homebound holiday tradi-
tions out the window, hopped on a plane and
spent Christmas in Palm Springs (www.palm-
springs.org). | hiked in majestic palm canyons ac-
companied by splashing streams and later
celebrated at a randomly chosen Christmas Eve
churh service. | was surprised Christmas Moming

to find Santa had visited my guest house, and left
stockings filled with Christmas treats.

Mew Oreans Bound

In New Orleans this year, the International
House (www.ihhotel.com) will be celebrating

Twelfth Night, which signifies the end of the

Christmas Season and the start of Mardi Gras.
MNew Orleans is eager for your visit, which ['1] share
with you in more depth next month.

Lntil then, be good to yourself.

Temy Zinn is a native Oklahoman whehas
besn a travel joumdist for more than 20 vears
andis a past president of the International
Food Wine and Travel 'Writers Association.
Comtact him at TravekWithTemy@ac.com..

| el el e e e e e el el el el Tl e I e e e e Tl e Tl el el el el el el el e el e e e B e e T e T e e el el el e o e e e e el e

495-6789

CHICKEN TAMALE AND CHICKEN

3830 N. MacARTHUR-OKC
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